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to God : " For we know that the whole creation groaneth and
travaileth in pain together until now " (Rom. yiii. 22). According
to the Testament of Solomon,1 it is the " rudiments "
or astral powers which govern the world (ret Asydjusva
ol kog '[toxQat '0£££ rov kogjuov rovrov), and it is these "rudiments"
which Paul calls " the archontes of this world." Hence it
is clear, first, that these " rudiments " were considered by
certain Jews as gods, or, at least, as spirits worthy of worship,
and Saul of Tarsus himself might well have shared this belief
before his conversion : " I beseech you, brethren, be as I am,
for I was as ye are " (Gal. iv. 12) ; secondly, that the worship
of these " rudiments " was connected with astrological calcula-
tions of which one aspect is related to the Jewish preoccupation
with the succession of the ages. Indeed, the two were often
and for a long time confused with one another (" Ye observe
days and months and seasons and years" Gal. iv. 10). In the
passage of the Testament of Solomon referred to above, seven
spirits are represented as appearing to Solomon, which are the
"rudiments" or cosmic powers 2; their names are given as
Apathe, Eris, etc.
Paul is thus seen to be surrounded by a star-worshipping
gnosis ; and in certain Jewish centres of the Diaspora, among
the Galatians and Colossians, where he had lived, this gnosis
was Jewish, that is to say, it had become blended with the
religion of Israel. Paul seeks to oppose it, and especially to
prove that the " archontes of this world " had been vanquished
by Christ, the cosmic powers subjected to the Lord (Col. i. 18-
20 ; 1 Cor. xv. 24-5). His method of refutation was somewhat
confused,3 a point which we shall examine later; but its
dominant purpose, at least, admits of no doubt ; it attests not
only the existence, but also the success and power of this
astrological and syncretistic gnosis in certain Jewish or Judaizing
centres of the Diaspora. Considered from this point of view
Paulinism is an anti-gnosis ; nevertheless, it is itself permeated
by gnosticism.
The question now arises whether the speculations of this
Jewish and syncretistic gnosis were confined to the birth,
organization, government and life of the Cosmos, or whether
they did not also concern themselves with the question of its
salvation. Judging from Paul, I am inclined to think that the
1 This apocryphal book is of Jewish origin, but is written in Greek, and
is therefore a product of the Diaspora. C/. EB, i, col. 254, 14.
2 CCCXXXI, 52 : xai ra acnga tfp&v b> otiQavcb elffiv . . . xai cog Qsag
fieQa.
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